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What is the Report About? (Executive Summary) 
 
1. Report from the Communities and Place Scrutiny Advisory Board Task and 

Finish Group on the Provision of Infrastructure to Support New Development. 
The report is based on witness sessions and held by the group and national and 
local policy context.  

 
Recommendation of the Executive Director 

 
2. That members consider the findings and recommendations by the Scrutiny Task 

and Finish Group into Infrastructure to support new developments, as set out in 
the report attached as Appendix 1. 

 
 Background to the Proposals 
 
3. In March 2020, the Communities and Place Scrutiny Advisory Board 

commissioned a Task and Finish Group to focus on the Council’s approach to 
specified planning obligation agreements. Members agreed to explore the 
implications of new developments in respect of physical and social 
infrastructure. As well as consider potential improvements to ensure that both 
physical and social infrastructure needed to support new development in 
Cumbria is effectively secured in the future.  
 

4. The Task and Finish Group focussed on the following aims and objectives:  

 Obtain an understanding of the strengths and constraints of current 
arrangements 

 To analyse examples of good practice in Cumbria and from other areas 

 To gather the experiences of a range of stakeholders – including 
communities, developers, district councils and others 

 To consider this issue in the context of plans for future development and 
growth in Cumbria 

 Develop recommendations for improving the effectiveness of the system 

 

 



5. The Group held three witness sessions in October and November 2020 with the 
purpose of:  
 

 Further understand the day-to-day process of how a planning application 
is dealt with by Cumbria County Council Development Control Team, 
and the council’s Flood and Development Management Teams roles and 
responses as a statutory consultee to Local Planning Authorities. 

 

 Assess the level of engagement with Local Planning Authorities in the 
preparation of the Local Plans, to ensure that strategic priorities can and 
will be met 

 

 Determine how Cumbria County Council goes about securing necessary 
contributions from S106 agreements and / or the Community 
Infrastructure Levy 

 

 Consider the context of the upcoming White Paper as well as potential 
Local Government Reorganisation  

 
6. The report makes 6 recommendations  

 
7. Recommendation 1 

 
Early engagement with Local Planning Authorities in the development of the 
local plan is essential in securing contributions for social and physical 
infrastructure.  

 
Recommendation 2 
 
Cumbria County Council should explore the possible structures around planning 
in order to determine the most effective ways of securing contributions. This 
may be addressed as part of a larger programme of Local Government 
Reorganisation and therefore the recommendation would be that as part of that 
process, planning is thoroughly explored.   
 
If Local Government Reorganisation does not go ahead in Cumbria, there are 
other structures that would aid the planning process such as a joint committee 
between the County Council, the Districts and the National Parks, and these 
should be explored.  

 
 Recommendation 3 
 
Strengthened dialogue between members and Cumbria County Council’s 
planning response officers may help to identify infrastructure requirements on 
receipt of a planning application, given Member’s knowledge of their 
communities. This should include training for members and their inclusion in the 
circulation of planning lists. To promote greater involvement of members in the 
planning process it would be useful for a demonstration to all local committees 
of the new CCC ModernGov planning database.  

 
 
 



 
Recommendation 4 
 
Planning authorities should be asked not to use conditions which provide 
loopholes for developers to evade/avoid their obligations e.g. building a 
classroom when 200 homes have been built where the developer then stops at 
198.  The consent should include thorough detail of the specific contributions 
that will be needed to support physical and social infrastructure. Performance 
monitoring of County Council recommendations to Local Planning Authorities 
and collection of infrastructure contributions should be carried out. 
 
Recommendation 5 
 
Cumbria County Council, as the Local Lead Flood Authority, should set out the 
flood alleviation and drainage design requirements at the time a site is included 
as an allocated development site in the Local Plan. Final, detailed design 
should be determined and approved by the LLFA in consultation with the 
developer. All costs and expenses should be borne by the developer. 
 
Recommendation 6 
 
Cumbria County Council to provide a cost neutral advice service on specific 
planning applications to ensure all parties are made aware of the necessary 
infrastructure contributions that will be required on any given land allocation.  

 
Reasons for the recommendation/Key benefits  
 

8.  The rationale for each recommendation is included in the report at Appendix 1.  
 

9. Overall, it is aimed that the recommendations would enhance the delivery of the 
Council’s role.  

 
Council Plan Priority – How do the Proposals Contribute to the Delivery of 
the Council’s Stated Outcomes? (Outcomes - People in Cumbria are 
Healthy and Safe, Places in Cumbria are well connected and thriving, the 
Economy in Cumbria is growing and benefits everyone) 
 

10. The recommendations contribute to the delivery of two of the Council’s stated 
outcomes 
 

1. Places are well connected and thriving  
2. The economy in Cumbria is growing and benefits everyone 

 
 
Appendices and Background Documents 
 
Appendix 1 – Infrastructure to support new developments Task and Finish Report 
 
 
Key Facts 
 
Electoral Division(s): All 
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Yes No N/A N/A  N/A N/A 

 
 
Consideration by Overview & Scrutiny 
 
Approved by the Chair and Vice-Chair of Scrutiny Management Board, January 2021 
 
Background Papers 
 
None 
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